
CABLE COLORS

Horizontal voice cables Blue

Inter-building backbone Brown

Second-level backbone Gray

Network connections & auxiliary circuits Green

Demarcation point, telephone cable from Central Office Orange

First-level backbone Purple

Key-type telephone systems Red

Horizontal data cables, computer & PBX equipment Silver or White

Auxiliary, maintenance & security alarms Yellow

SEPARATION FROM SOURCES 
OF INTERFERENCE

Unshielded data cables should not be installed near sources of electromagnetism.
There is a standard that specifies these distances for structured data cabling sys-
tems. EIA/TIA-569, the cabling pathways standard, specifies the following:

Minimum Separation Distance from Power Source at 480V or less

CONDITION 62kVA 2-5kVA 75kVA

Unshielded power lines or
electrical equipment in proximity
to open or non-metal pathways 5 in. 12 in. 24 in.

Unshielded power lines or
electrical equipment in proximity
to grounded metal conduit pathway 2.5 in. 6 in. 12 in.

Power lines enclosed in a grounded
metal conduit (or equivalent
shielding (in proximity
to grounded metal conduit pathway — 6 in. 12 in.

Transformers & electric motors 40 in. 40 in. 40 in.
Fluorescent lighting 12 in. 12 in. 12 in.
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